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Paul Weber 
Los Angeles Police Protective League 
1308 West Eighth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Re: AB 1377 Letter of Opposition 

Dear Paul, 
Upon hearing of the Los Angeles Police Protective League’s (LAP-

PL) opposition to our legislation for 830.1 status, I have to say that I 
was disappointed. 

I was disappointed at your reasoning, which is not at all accurate. 
The assertions made that our officers would leave the airport unpro-
tected are not factually accurate, and I know that the LAPPL prides it-
self on being accurate in making arguments for and against legislation. 

In your opposition letter, you made mention that 830.1 would ex-
tend our authority to any place within the city of Los Angeles, county 
and the state. The fact is we already are peace officers for the state of 
California, not the “State of the Airport.” Our request for this legisla-
tion is NOT about an increase in authority; rather, it is about having 
additional resources readily available. As you know, our officers are 
first responders to all incidents in and around the airports. Keeping 
in mind that two of our four airports are outside the city limits, and 
one is outside the county limits, are you truly claiming that LAPD is 
going to enforce crime outside the city of Los Angeles? 

You further stated that the POST Commission’s findings were pre-
mature. The truth is since the original bill was signed into law in 1989 
(SB 352 – Presley), POST has been commissioned to complete 12 fea-
sibility studies. Ten times out of the 12 studies commissioned, POST 
recommended AGAINST the agencies’ requests for new or different 
authority. One of the two agencies POST recommended was the San 
Diego Harbor Police, which patrols both the harbor and the airport. 
The other agency recommended by POST was the Los Angeles Port 
Police. To date, I am unaware of any known, damaging impact to the 
cities or counties of San Diego or Los Angeles in the past 22 years 
due to the change in 830.1 authority of either agency. It has been long 
agreed by the Legislature and by the law enforcement community 
that the best authority on peace officer jurisdiction, authority and 
status is the Commission on POST. They are the foremost authority 
in this area in the country, and their recommendation in this area 
has been followed by the state Legislature for the past three decades. 

As you know, the Los Angeles City Charter § 636 established the 
Airport Police as an autonomous law enforcement agency with pri-
mary responsibility for the security of LAWA’s four airports — Los 

Angeles International (LAX), Ontario International (ONT), Palm-
dale Regional (PMD) and Van Nuys (VNY). The upgrading of Air-
port Police status under the California State Penal Code to Section 
830.1 was recommended by the California Commission on Peace 
Officer Standards and Training (POST).

POST noted that “the duties and responsibilities of the LAWA 
peace officers flow directly from the Airport Commission” and that 
they need these additional powers and authority to perform current 
duties and responsibilities, such as the need to possess explosives for 
the training of canines for bomb detection.

The Penal Code 830.1 status for the Airport Police is supported by 
the Los Angeles Board of Airport Commissioners, the LAX Airlines-
Airport Affairs Committee (representing the more than 85 airlines 
operating at LAX), the Peace Officers Research Association of Cali-
fornia and was even recommended in a report from the chief legisla-
tive analyst (CLA) for the city of Los Angeles. The CLA report con-
cluded that “since the state process for determining the appropriate 
peace officer status was followed and similar organizations through-
out the state are classified under Section 830.1, the arguments in fa-
vor of support of upgrading the Airport Police are very compelling.” 

The POST study identified a number of duties and responsibili-
ties requiring additional authority provided by a Penal Code Section 
830.1 designation for the Airport Police. Granting 830.1 authority is 
important for airport security, and will be helpful in retaining top-
notch Airport Police officers and recruiting quality candidates. It 
will also improve Airport Police officers’ ability to receive more state 
funding and for officers to obtain a public safety officer’s retirement. 
As much as I and others try to develop a working relationship of mu-
tual respect, I am puzzled by the League continuing to oppose issues 
that will improve officer and public safety. If there is any way that I or 
my organization has wronged you or the League, please let me know. 

I have spoken to you and others within your organization previ-
ously and have attempted to address the LAPPL Board to clear the 
air and start new, but it appears that I am not welcome. This letter is a 
sign that our organization does want to work together; however, not 
to the detriment of our members. I hope that our two organizations 
can someday develop a more professional working relationship that 
benefits all parties involved. Until then, LAAPOA will continue to 
strive towards improving the quality of life for our members. 

Sincerely, 
Board of Directors 
Los Angeles Airport Peace Officers Association 

Marshall E. McClain 
President
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Date of Hearing: May 3, 2011
Consultant: Stefani Salt
Assembly Committee on Public Safety
Tom Ammiano, Chair
AB 1377 (Butler) — As Introduced: February 18, 2011

Summary
Places an airport law enforcement officer regularly employed by the 

Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) within a different category of 
peace officers whose authority extends to any place within California 
without restrictions on arrest powers and authority to carry specified 
firearms. Specifically, this bill:

1) Places airport law enforcement officers regularly em-
ployed by LAWA in the category of peace officers with authority 
that extends to any place in California as follows:

a)  As to a public offense committed or which there is prob-
able cause to believe has been committed within the political 
subdivision that employs the peace officer or in which the peace 
officer serves.
b)  Where a peace officer has prior consent of the chief of po-

lice or chief, director or chief executive officer of a consolidated 
municipal public safety agency; or person authorized to give con-
sent, if the place is within a city; or of the sheriff, or person autho-
rized to give consent, if the place is within a county.
c)  As to a public offense committed or which there is prob-

able cause to believe has been committed in the peace officer’s 
presence, and with respect to which there is immediate danger to 
person or property, or of the escape of the perpetrator.
2) Defines LAWA as the department of the city of Los Ange-

les that owns and operates the Los Angeles International Airport, 
the Ontario International Airport, the Palmdale Regional Airport 
and the Van Nuys Airport.
3) Makes the following legislative findings and declarations:
a)  A special law is necessary for airport law enforcement of-

ficers regularly employed by LAWA; and, 
b)  A general law cannot be made applicable within the mean-

ing of Section 16 of Article IV of the California Constitution be-
cause of the unique circumstances facing the city of Los Angeles 
relating to law enforcement at the Los Angeles International Air-
port.

Please visit us online 
at www.laapoa.com.

Bill Analysis: AB 1377
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March 10, 2011

Honorable Betsy Butler, Member
California State Assembly
State Capitol, Room 3132
Sacramento, California 95814
RE: AB 1377 — OPPOSE

Dear Assemblymember Butler:
The Los Angeles Police Protective League, which represents nearly 

10,000 police officers in the City of Los Angeles, regretfully must op-
pose your bill, AB 1377.

This bill would place all airport law enforcement officers regular-
ly employed by the Los Angeles World Airport (LAWA) within the 
category of peace officers in Section 830.1 of the Penal Code. Pres-
ently these officers fall under the category of peace officers in Sec-
tion 830.33. Penal Code Section 830.33 appropriately limits LAWA 
officers’ powers of arrest to properties owned and operated by LAWA. 
Their authority to carry firearms is limited to that granted by LAWA. 
By placing LAWA officers within Section 830.1, their authority would 
extend to any place within the City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, 
and the State of California.

The Los Angeles Police Department is the primary law enforce-
ment agency within the City and its officers carry out all the tasks 
required by their Penal Code status, 830.1. This includes enforcement 
at Los Angeles airports, including LAX.

Currently, LAWA officers are required by the City of Los Angeles 
and the federal government to have a 5 minute response time to any-
where within the Los Angeles International Airport. Since airports are 
high profile targets for terrorists, it is essential that all on-duty officers be 
within their territorial jurisdiction to be available to proactively patrol 
against and respond in full force to criminal activity. If LAWA officers 
are given broader statewide jurisdictional authority, we are concerned 
that areas within their specialized airport’s jurisdiction may be more 
vulnerable to threats if LAWA officers are outside their jurisdiction and 
unable to timely respond to calls for service. In short, changing current 
law does not change LAWA’s mission and may negatively impact LAX 
security.

Although POST conducted a feasibility study on LAWA, this study 
was completed and recommendations were made well before the 
Mayor convened a “Blue Ribbon” Panel to deal with airport security 
at LAX. As you may know, last October, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio 

Villaraigosa convened a “Blue Ribbon” Panel of aviation, homeland 
security, and law enforcement experts to determine whether Los 
Angeles International Airport is prone to a terrorist attack, and what 
should be done to reduce that risk. This independent panel will ex-
amine whether LAX’s perimeter, terminals, and roadway entrances 
are adequately protected. The Panel will review how airport police 
officers are assigned and the overall command and control of the de-
partment, including the role of LAWA officers. The panel will make 
recommendations to city leaders.

Accordingly, AB 1377 is premature until the “Blue Ribbon” panel 
can complete its task, and local city leaders can make informed deci-
sions about the future of LAX security. We are concerned AB 1377 
inappropriately bypasses with the local review process initiated by 
Mayor Villaraigosa. With all due respect, this is a local issue that must 
be first reviewed and decided at the local level.

Thus, we respectfully request you hold your bill until the Blue Rib-
bon Panel of the City of Los Angeles has concluded its work and ap-
propriate local decisions have been made. Until that time, we would 
encourage LAWA to engage in the local process rather than prema-
turely seek a statewide solution.

We thank you for your attention to our concerns and would wel-
come the opportunity to further discuss this issue with you.

Very truly yours,

Board of Directors
Los Angeles Police Protective League
PAUL M. WEBER
President

PMW:slp

cc: The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor
Assembly Speaker John Perez and all Members of the 

Los Angeles Legislative Delegation
Chairman Tom Ammiano and all Members and Consultants 

of the Assembly Committee on Public Safety
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
All Members of the Los Angeles City Council
All Members of the Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Airport Panel
Los Angeles Police Chief Charles Beck
Sheriff Leroy Baca
Tim Yaryan, LAPPL Legislative Counsel and Advocate

For more information, including a summary of 830.1 PC and letters
of support from District Attorney Steve Cooley, City Attorney Carmen 
A. Trutanich and former LAPD Chief/Councilmember Bernard C. Parks, 

please visit www.laapoa.com.
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